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AN EVALUATION OF BLITZ-GRAZING 
MA TlJRE CHINESE SCRUB (CASS/NIA 
AR CUA TA) WITH CASHMERE GOA TS OR 
MERINO SHEEP 
BA. McGregor and R.C. Couchman. Department 
of Rural Affairs, Werribee, Victoria, 3030 
Chinese scrub ( Cassina arcuata ), also known as 
Biddy or Sifton bush, is a perennial native shrub 
which grows to 2 m, and is a declared noxious 
weed in Victoria. When soil is disturbed by culti-
vation C. arcuata can germinate and become very 
dense, reducing pasture production and limiting 
stock carrying capacity. An investigation was un-
dertaken on public land in the Seymour district 
(36°57'S, 144°56'E) to determine the effectiveness 
of goats and sheep to control or eradicate C. 
arr:uata. 
Adult non-breeding cashmere goats (mean live-
weight 37 kg) and adult Merino wethers (mean 
live-weight 54 kg) were grazed at 9 and 18 dry 
sheep equivalents ha-1 for12 months from January 
(one dry sheep equivalent (DSE) is the feed re-
quired by one 45 kg Merino wether). The site was 
previously sown with phalaris and subterranean 
clover and exhibited a 60% canopy cover with 2 m 
high C. arr:uata. Fences 2 m high reinforced with 
electric fencing were erected to secure stock. 
Both goats and sheep preferred phalaris and 
other ground herbs to C. arcuata and p_azed out 
the understory herbage. At 18 DSE ha- goats and 
sheep lost 37% of their initial live-weight by Au-
gust. Despite supplementary feeding of pasture hay 
at 3/4 maintenance requirements, 2 sheep died in 
August and the 18 DSE ha-1 was abandoned. 
Goats did some mechanical damage to and tip nib-
bling of C. arcuata concentrating their affects on 
some plants. By September goats grazed at 9 DSE 
ha-1 had lost 28% of there initial live-weight. Over 
the study period these goats maintained greater 
effective grazing pressure on C. arcuata for the 
least loss in live-weight than for other treatments. 
During August a native looper caterpillar of the 
family Geometridae defoliated most of the C. 
arcuata. In November C. arcuata resprouted and 
goats caused extensive mechanical damage by 
knocking down branches to eat young growing 
shoots. Sheep made no impact on C. arcuata. 
During spring, goats and sheep recovered their 
live-weight loss. Transects indicated that approxi-
mately 50% of C. arcuata less than 1.2 m high were 
killed or eliminated during the study. 
Grazing methods described cannot be recom-
mended as suitable alternatives to maintenance of 
competition from a vigourous pasture sward or to 
chemical or mechanical control of mature C. arcu-
ata. However non-breeding goats, grazed at low 
stocking rates, offer potential as a management 
agent in control of C. arcuata regrowth, particu-
larly after slashing. Live-weight losses observed 
preclude the use of breeding goats in any program 
to control C. arcuata. 
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